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NCPRO Office Overview

 Established under Session Law 2020-4 of House Bill 1043 
 Oversee and coordinate all COVID-19 relief funds 

administered by the Governor’s Office.
 Serve as a point of contact for the State’s pandemic 

economic recovery efforts and develop a plan for NC’s 
recovery.

 Provide technical assistance and ensure coordination of 
federal funds received by state agencies and local 
governments.
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https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H1043v7.pdf


Path Forward for North Carolina

1. Relief: short-term response efforts initiated by government and 
other entities from March 2020 – December 2020.

 Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF)

2. Recovery: medium-term response efforts initiated by government 
and other entities that help recover economy to January 2020 
baseline.

 American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) funds.

3. Resilience: long-term policy and response efforts initiated by 
government and other entities to address systemic economic 
challenges and ensure widely-shared prosperity for all North 
Carolinians.
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First Round of Federal Relief (2020): $46.2 billion 
in Federal relief
 March 3: Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Act

 March 18: Families First Coronavirus Response Act

 March 27: CARES Act (includes Coronavirus Relief Fund)

 April 24: Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement Act
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Federal Relief by County
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Federal Relief (2021)

 December 27, 2020: Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2021 (includes Emergency Rental Assistance)
 $4.7 billion in Federal relief

 March 11: American Rescue Plan Act
 $29.8 billion in Federal relief
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 The Interim Final Rule provides governments with wide latitude to 
identify investments in water and sewer infrastructure that are of 
the highest priority in their own communities, which may include 
privately owned infrastructure.  

 The Interim Final Rule does this by aligning eligible uses of the Fiscal 
Recovery Funds with the wide rand of types of categories  of projects 
that would be eligible to receive financial assistance through the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund (CWSRF) or Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

Infrastructure and Eligibility

Source: Interim Final Rule
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https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/FRF-Interim-Final-Rule.pdf


Infrastructure and Interpretation
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1. Treatment

2. Transmission and Distribution

3. Source

4. Storage

5. Consolidation

6. Creation of New Systems

7. Water Security Projects

8. Energy Efficiently Projects

9. Other Capital Projects

Eligible Categories: DWSRF

Source: DWSRF Eligibility Handbook 
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https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-06/documents/dwsrf_eligibility_handbook_june_13_2017_updated_508_version.pdf


1. Centralized Wastewater Treatment 

2. Energy Conservation 

3. Water Conservation 

4. Stormwater 

5. Agricultural Best Management Practices 

6. Decentralized Wastewater Treatment 

7. Resource Extraction 

8. Contaminated Sites 

9. Landfills 

10. Habitat Protection and Restoration 

11. Silviculture 

12. Desalination 

13. Groundwater Protection and Restoration 

14. Surface Water Protection and Restoration 

15. Planning/Assessment 

Eligible Categories: CWSRF

Source: Overview of CWSRF Eligibilities 
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https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/overview_of_cwsrf_eligibilities_may_2016.pdf


Stormwater

Source: Overview of CWSRF Eligibilities 
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https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/documents/overview_of_cwsrf_eligibilities_may_2016.pdf


Ineligible Activities

 Support of ongoing operations and maintenance activities

 Day to day operating expenses

 Debt payments/refinance

 Contribute to reserves (or “rainy day” fund)

 As a non-Federal match for other Federal funds, included SRF grants 

 Drinking water system growth that may not materialize (See section 3.4.1, 
page 14, DWSRF handbook)

11/3/2021 14

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-10/documents/dwsrf_eligibility_handbook_june_13_2017_updated_508_versioni.pdf


Stay AWAY From the GRAY AREAS
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The state can not dictate 
what you do with these 
funds or “approve” 
projects through in LFRF 
program. 



 Wait and See! 

 Take time to make 
the best investment 
possible. 

 Use these funds as 
leverage?

 The State’s budget 
provided additional 
opportunities. 

Generational Opportunity

$
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Key dates beyond 2021

 Early summer 2022 – Second round of CSLFRF for all recipients.

 December 31, 2024 – Funds must be encumbered by NEUs on or 
before this date.

 December 31, 2026 – Expenditures and deliverables must be 
complete. 



 NEPA: “NEPA does not apply to Treasury’s administration of the Funds. Projects 
supported with payments from the Funds may still be subject to NEPA review if 
they are also funded by other federal financial assistance programs.” (FAQ 6.4)

 There are no requirements for David-Bacon Labor Standards or American Iron 
and Steel Provisions in the interim rule.

 If combined with other funds, utility must follow requirements for those other 
funds. 

Reporting Requirements

Source:
Section 6.17 CSLFRF FAQ’s July 19th

Page 21 “Compliance and Reporting Guidance: State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.” UST. 
June 17, 2021. Version 1.0

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRPFAQ.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-and-Reporting-Guidance.pdf
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ARP Act Fiscal Recovery Funds: 
Procurement Rules for Contracts
Interim Final Rule
“[A]s provided for in the award terms, payments from the Fiscal Recovery Funds as a general matter will be 
subject to the provisions of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (2 CFR part 200) (the “Uniform Guidance”), including the cost principles 
and restrictions on general provisions for selected items of cost.”1

Unlike Cares Act CRF monies, the FRF Assistance Listing (ALN 21.027)2 and the SLFRF 
Compliance and Reporting Guidance3 each state that the 
Uniform Guidance procurement standards apply to FRF expenditures.

Why should we care?
Subpart D (2 C.F.R. 200.317 – 200.327) provides procurement standards that differ from North 
Carolina law.

1 86 Fed. Reg. 26786, 26811 (May 17, 2021) (emphasis and quotation marks added)
2 https://sam.gov/fal/7cecfdef62dc42729a3fdcd449bd62b8/view
3 U.S. Department of Treasury, Compliance and Reporting Guidance: State and Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds, Version 1.1 (June 24, 2021), https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-
and-Reporting- Guidance.pdf.

https://sam.gov/fal/7cecfdef62dc42729a3fdcd449bd62b8/view
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-and-Reporting-%20Guidance.pdf.
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Source: “Compliance and Reporting Guidance: State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.” UST. June 17, 2021. 
Version 1.0

Reporting requirements and deadlines by 
recipient type

Upcoming deadline: Oct. 31 Revised

• For States, U.S. territories, 
metropolitan cities and counties, 
and Tribal Governments, the 
report will now be due on 
January 31, 2022 and will cover 
the period between award date 
and December 31, 2021 

• For non-entitlement units of 
government (NEUs), the Project 
and Expenditure report will now 
be due on April 30, 2022 and will 
cover the period between award 
date and March 31, 2022

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-and-Reporting-Guidance.pdf


Visit our website informative videos 

PROtalks and Infographics

• NCPRO’s ARPA-specific web pages: NC.gov: 
American Rescue Plan Act Information and 
Resources

• PROtalks, a video series providing on-time 
guidance, tips and instruction relating to NEUs 
accessing and administering Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds.

• Subscribe to our YouTube channel to receive 
alerts when new videos are released.

Email: NCPRO@osbm.nc.gov or call NCPRO at (984) 960-7056

https://www.nc.gov/agencies/pandemic-recovery-office/news-information/presentations-videos
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Final thought

Thank you for inviting me to your meeting!  As we work 
to make the most of this opportunity, we are dependent 
on your feedback to learn where to focus our efforts 
to be the best advocate for you as possible. 

Contact info:
Marquis Crews, Program Analyst
marquis.crews@osbm.nc.gov
(984) 960-7056
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