
 

 

Lower Neuse Basin Association®/Neuse River Compliance Association® 
September 19, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

City of Wilson, N.C.   
 
 
Attending: 
 
Fred Dancy  SGWASA  Kenny Stevens  City of Kinston  
Jimmy Pridgen  City of Wilson  Emily Elmore  City of Kinston  
Barry Parks  City of Wilson  Brian Leavitt  Town of Benson 
Nicola Hill  HDR   Tony Hawkins  City of New Bern 
David Hardin  Town of Apex  Dan Wall  Johnston County 
Dan McLawhorn  City of Raleigh  T. J. Lynch  City of Raleigh 
Chuck Smithwick Contentnea MSD Rich Cappola  Town of Clayton 
Donald Smith  Town of Cary  James Warren  Town of Clayton    
Mike McAllister  Town of Kenly   Joe Pearce  Aqua, N.C.  
Michelle Daw  City of Goldsboro Steve Tedder  Tedder Farm Consulting 
Mark Vander Borgh DWR Water Science Mike Graham  Duke Energy 
Mark Oliveira   Environmental I  Elliot Thomas  Craven County  
Mark Vander Borgh DWR Water Science Mike Templeton  DEQ DWR Permitting 
Reginald Hicks  City of Durham  Erica Bailey  City of Raleigh 
Glenn Dunn  Poyner & Spruill  Jay Sauber  Water Quality Consultant 
Kathy Hill  City of Goldsboro Jeff Mahagan  Town of Hillsborough 
John Craft  Town of LaGrange Jeff White  Dow-Dupont, Kinston 
Haywood Phthisic LNBA/NRCA   
 
The Chair, Dan McLawhorn, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. The roll was called and 
there were 15 of 18 members present representing the LNBA and 17 of 22 members present representing 
the NRCA.  There was a quorum present for both associations. Guests were introduced and recognized. 
 
Board Minutes – The Board Minutes from the May 2, 2019 meeting were presented and approved as 
submitted by both Boards. 
 
Financials – Treasurer’s Report - The Treasurer's Reports for June, July, and August, 2019 were 
presented by Donald Smith. As of August 26th, the LNBA account balance was $258,166.18 and NRCA 
account balance was $248,500.57. A year end expenditure summary for FY 2018-19 was provided for the 
Boards’ review. Barry Parks made a motion to approve the reports as presented, seconded by T. J. Lynch, 
and approved by the Boards.  
 
Haywood Phthisic reported that the Executive Committees for the LNBA and NRCA selected Civic Federal 
Credit Union to replace the LGFCU. An extension was received on the time to close the LGFCU accounts 
and Haywood hoped to have the transition to Civic FCU completed in October. 
 
ModMon Program – A request to support the ModMon Program for Fiscal Year 2019-20 (July 1, 2019 to 
June 30, 2020) has been received. The request is for $5,000 which is included in the NRCA budget for this 
fiscal year. Following discussion, T. J. Lynch made the motion to approve the request for $5,000, seconded 
by Dan Wall, and approved by the NRCA Board.  
 



 

 

LNBA Sampling Report – Work continues on the Lower Neuse River Monitoring Service Contract No. 5 
with Environment I. All sampling was completed by Environment 1 in May, June, July, and August, 2019. 
Data sets have been received through June, 2019 and loaded on the website. July sampling results are in 
data review. All invoices through July, 2019 have been processed and paid.  
 
   There was a sampling exception during this period: 
 
   7/15/2018, J4080000 (Poplar Creek at SR 2049 (Bethlehem Road near Knightdale)), unable to collect a  
    sample due to low water level. Full sample collection was completed on 7/30/19 at this site.  
 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Division of Water Resources has been completed, 
executed, and went into effect August 1st. There was a revision in the sampling station on Crabtree Creek. 
Site J3310000 (Crabtree Creak at North Raleigh Blvd.) replaced J3290000 (Crabtree Creek at Capitol 
Blvd). due to safety concerns. 
 
Division of Water Resources (DWR) Request – The LNBA received a request from DWR to sample 
dissolved metals at 4 selected sites in the Neuse River Basin. Those sites are in the upper portion of the 
basin. These sites were previously listed on the 303(d) list for total metals impairing these waters. The 
water quality standards have been revised to a dissolved metals standard. Mark Vander Borg with DWR 
made a presentation to the Board supporting the request and Jay Sauber, the LNBA’s water quality 
consultant present also. Following discussion, the Chair appointed a committee to review the information 
and report a recommendation to the Board at the November meeting. Those appointed are: Donald Smith, 
Erica Bailey, and Mike Wagner.  
 
NRCA Midyear Report – Haywood reported the NRCA’s Midyear Report has been completed. The end of 
pipe total nitrogen concentration was 2.44 mg/L at a daily flow of 116.133 million gallons per day. Haywood 
noted the midyear report is used in the NRCA’s dues calculations.    
 
Membership Request from City of Durham and the Town of Hillsborough - Haywood reported the City 
of Durham and the Town of Hillsborough have requested membership in the NRCA. The City of Durham 
and the Town of Hillsborough (like SGWASA) have reserve nitrogen allocation that is not in their NPDES 
permit which could be available for leasing. The City of Durham total nitrogen concentration 2.3 mg/L in 
2017, 2.3 mg/L in 2018, and 1.6 mg/L the first 6 months of 2019. The Town of Hillsborough averaged 2.0 
mg/L in 2017, 1.9 in 2018, and 1.6 mg/L for the first 7 months of 2019. Both jurisdictions will be able to 
lease from their nitrogen allocations in their individual permits and they would be able to lease their reserve 
allocation to other NRCA members. Following discussion, Kenny Stevens made the motion to approve both 
jurisdictions as NRCA members beginning January 1, 2020, seconded by T. J. Lynch, and approved by the 
NRCA Board.     
 
NRCA Membership for Facilities Less than 0.5 mgd with Nitrogen Limits – Haywood discussed with 
the Board smaller facilities are receiving nitrogen allocation when flow increases are requested in their 
NPDES permits. The Town of Trenton recently increased from 0.070 mgd to 0.140 mgd and received 
nitrogen limits. Haywood noted the bylaws do not allow membership for facilities under 0.5 mgd. Further 
discussion and consideration may be warranted.    
 
EMC Approval of the Proposed Nutrient Rules – The EMC approved the nutrient rules with the credit 
ratio of 1.5 to 1 instead of 1.1 to 1. The next step is the Rules Review Commission. 
 



 

 

Update on Legislative Action in the General Assembly, HB 812 & 816 – Dan reported to the Board HB 
812 is now law. HB 816 is sitting idle at the present time but the nutrient ratio was removed. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2020 – Haywood presented dates for the Board’s consideration for 2020: 
  
February 6, 2020; May 7, 2020; September 3, 2020 (Alternative Date, August 6, 2020); November 5, 2020 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 7, 2019 at 10:00 to be hosted by the City of Goldsboro. With 
no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
  


