
 

 

Lower Neuse Basin Association®/Neuse River Compliance Association® 
May 5, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Town of Clayton, N. C.   
 
 
Attending: 
 
Barry Parks (Chair) City of Wilson  John Kiviniemi (V-Chair) Raleigh Water    
Donald Smith (Treas) Town of Cary  Chuck Smithwick (Sec) Contentnea MSD  
Dan McLawhorn  McLawhorn Law  David Hardin  Town of Apex  
Benjamin Overton          City of Goldsboro Reginald Hicks  City of Durham   
Jimmy Pridgen  City of Wilson  Robert Sherman City of Goldsboro 
Kenny Stevens  City of Kinston  Kathy Cooper  City of Raleigh (call in) 
Tony Hawkins  City of New Bern Phillip Smith  Town of Kenly 
Lori Avent  Town of Apex  Larry Durgin  Town of Apex   
Dan Wall  Johnston County Bill Simpson  Town of Clayton 
Jeff Mahagan  Town of Hillsborough Adam Stephenson Town of Fuquay-Varina 
David Huffman  NC DWR  Steve Tedder  Tedder Farm Consulting 
T. J. Lynch  Hazen & Sawyer Jay Sauber  Sauber Water Quality 
Martin Lebo  WSP   Brian Levitt  Town of Benson (call in) 
Haywood Phthisic LNBA/NRCA    
 
The Chair, Barry Parks, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. The roll was called and there 
were 13 of 19 members present representing the LNBA and 13 of 25 members present representing the 
NRCA. There was a quorum present for both associations. Guests were introduced and recognized. 
 
Board Minutes – The Board Minutes from the February 3, 2022 meeting were presented. Being no 
revisions, Dan Wall made the motion to approve, seconded by Kenny Stevens, and approved by the Board.   
 
Financials – Treasurer’s Report – Donald Smith presented the Treasurer's Reports, February, March, and 
April, 2022 were presented to the Board. As of April 30th, the LNBA account balance was $219,657.92 and 
NRCA account balance was $303,240.90. Donald made the motion to approve the reports as presented, 
seconded by Dan Wall, and approved by the Boards, respectively. 
 
FY 2021-22 Year to Date Expenditures – Donald presented the current year to date expenditures for the 
Boards’ review. The LNBA has currently expended 61% of the approved budget and the NRCA has 
currently expended 48% of its approved budget. 
 
Environment I Proposal for Contract Renewal – Haywood presented the proposed agreement with 
Environment I for renewal of the sampling contract. The renewal will be for 5 years (January 1, 2023 to 
December 31, 2027). The proposed monthly increase will be $459.24 or an annual increase of $5,510.88 or 
approximately 5.9%. The Raleigh sampling that is part of this agreement will be $85.11 per month or 
$1,021.32 on an annual basis (Raleigh pays an annual assessment to the LNBA for this work). Haywood 
recommends approval of this proposal. Following discussion, John Kiviniemi made the motion to approve 
and authorized the Chair to execute the contract, seconded by Dan Wall, and approved by the LNBA 
Board. 
 
Request for Modmon Program Funding for the Current Fiscal Year – Haywood presented a request from 



 

 

Hans Pearl to fund the Modmon Program for FY 2021-22 in the amount of $5,000. The NRCA Board 
approved this funding in the FY 2021-22 budget but have not authorized payment. In conversation with 
Hans and the NRCA Executive Committee the time has come for the NRCA discontinued this funding. The 
Modmon program has received funding through the State budget. Following discussion, Reggie Hicks 
made the motion to approve funding for the current year, seconded by Bert Sherman, and approved by the 
NRCA Board.    
 
LNBA/NRCA Website Update – Haywood reported the software platform that the website was built is 
approaching the end of its support life (in the next year). The software, Drupal, will no longer support the 
version of software currently in use. Haywood noted he will be meeting with the webmaster and more 
information will be forth coming.    
 
NRCA Updates –  
 
2021 Annual Report – Haywood presented the NRCA annual report noting the end of pipe average total 
nitrogen concentration for 2021 was 2.5 mg/L. The total nitrogen delivery to the Neuse Estuary was 
564,859 lbs. or 46% of the NRCA permitted nitrogen pounds. Haywood also presented a running summary 
on the end of pipe average total nitrogen discharged (2006 thru 2021). 
 
Swamp Water Designations – Haywood reported to the Board an issue has developed over the request for 
speculative limits (those discharging to swamp water). The response from the Division has been no 
expansions. Haywood pointed out that 13 of the LNBA’s sampling sites are designated as swamp waters.   
 
DWR Watershed RFP Update – Haywood provided a brief update updated to the Boards that little or no 
progress has been made at this time. 
 
Siler City Draft Permit – Haywood reviewed/discussed the draft permit for the Town of Siler City that 
comments were due May 2nd. Jay Sauber, Dan McLawhorn, and Haywood assisted in developing draft 
comments for the Executive Committee’s consideration. Essentially the draft permit limits were based on  
a dated model, do not consider upstream improvements with stream flow considerations, and the organic 
nitrogen limit was proposed to protect dissolved oxygen in the receiving stream (BOD5 analysis takes these 
conditions in consideration). Dan noted that the draft permit failed to specify that this was a site specific 
condition.  
  
LNBA Updates – 
 
LNBA Sampling Report - Work continues on the Lower Neuse River Monitoring Service Contract No. 5 with 
Environment I. All sampling was completed by Environment 1 in February, March, and April, 2022. Data 
sets have been received through February, 2022 (and posted on website). March sampling results are in 
data review. All invoices through March, 2022 have been processed and paid.  
 
All samples were collected and analyzed per the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) requirements in April, 
2022. Laboratory analysis is on this data is ongoing at this time.  
 
LNBA Annual Report – Haywood reported the LNBA annual report had been submitted. Graphs for the 
2021 year (by sampling site) and a summary of average total nitrogen from 2003 thru 2021 were presented. 
Dissolved organic nitrogen remains significantly higher, on average, than nitrate-nitrite in the basin. 
 



 

 

Draft 303(d) Listing and Integrated Report – Jay Sauber reviewed the comments that were received from 
DWR (on the comments submitted by the LNBA from draft 2022 303(d) list and integrated report). The draft 
document has already been submitted to EPA Region IV and received their approval.    
 
LNBA/NRCA Operator Training Program – Haywood reported that registration will begin in early June for 
the 2022 Operator Training Workshop to be held on August 2nd in Raleigh and August 4th in Kinston. 
Haywood noted the plan is to move forward with a face to face workshop at this time. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 1, 2022 at 10:00 with location TBD. With no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned.  
  


